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Explain Noh in English! Japan’s Noh is one of the world’s oldest dramatic performances dating back to six
hundred years ago. The actor and playwright Zeami (c.1363-c.1443) developed its style in

the Muromachi period (1336-1573).
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Noh plays can be categorized into two groups according to their subjects: Genzai (present)
Noh and Mugen (dreamy and phantasmal) Noh. While Genzai Noh features humans and
depicts events in the real world, Mugen Noh represents the supernatural world, featuring
such characters as ghosts, demons and gods.
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Noh performances are accompanied by ensemble music called hayashi, which is played in the rhythm of an
eight beat, similar to improvisational jazz music.
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In Noh plays, stories are told in utai recitation, in a form of chorus that is sung by a group of people called jiutai.
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